
are beginning to celebrate 
Mass publically again, we 
need not to push this per-
sonal encounter with the 
Lord to one side, but to 
embrace the opportunities 
to come to the Lord Heart 
and to know him from the 
heart. 

Farewell to Fr Prabhakar, 
who has been with us for a 
year. He went to be with 
his community before 
lockdown, and will now be 
moving to another parish. 
We wish him well, and 
every blessing. I know 
many of you have shown 
interest in Sean Gough and 
his preparation for priest-
hood. He was due to be 
ordained this month, but it 
has had to be postponed to 
20th September, and I 
hope he will be able to 
come and celebrate Mass at 
Biddulph after ordination. I 
know you will pray for him 

July is the month of the 
Precious Blood of Jesus. It 
reminds us that the Lord 
showed his love for us by 
pouring out his Blood for 
us upon the Cross. The 
meaning of blood as a sym-
bol is not so real for us, as 
we think about blood as 
something biological, ra-
ther than something sym-
bolic. We are probably 
more at home with the 
image of the Heart of Je-
sus. Today’s Gospel pas-
sage is the ‘heart’ of St 
Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus 

invites us to come with all 
of our burdens and entrust 
them to him, for he is gen-
tle and humble of Heart. 
What an assurance to know 
that the Lord loves us, and 
invites us to know him, 
trust him, rest in him, and 
find the meaning of our life 
in our relationship to him! 

During the time of lock-
down most of us have had 
more time to be at home, 
for quiet and rest. I hope 
that you have had more 
time for personal prayer, 
especially while public 
worship has been taken 
away from us. Coming out 
of the time of lockdown, 
we have been able to reo-
pen our churches and in-
vite you to Eucharistic Ad-
oration. It has been a beau-
tiful experience to be in 
church in the presence of 
the Eucharistic Lord and 
his people! Now that we 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Anthony Mary    

Zaccaria 
1502-1539 

Anthony started out with a 
very privileged background 
and education. He studied 
philosophy and medicine. 
He practised as a doctor 
for a short time before 
studying and preparing for 
ordination to the priest-
hood. He moved to Milan 
and then to Vincenza. 

Here, he revived the Forty 
Hours Devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament, with 
preaching. Anthony found-
ed a congregation of 
priests, the Barnabites, to 
propagate the teaching of 
St Paul and promote devo-
tion to the Eucharist and 
Christ crucified. He also 
founded the Angelic Sisters 
of St Paul. He is patron 
saint of doctors. 
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Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 
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www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Church opening for Mass & personal prayer 
St Joseph’s & English Martyrs’ churches are now open for Mass & personal prayer at the following times: 

St Joseph’s: Church is open on Sunday 10.30am to 12noon, and on Monday, Wednesday & Friday 6.00pm to 
7.30pm. During these times Mass will be celebrated at the times above. 

English Martyrs’: Church is open on Sunday 8.30am to 10.15am, and on Tuesday 9.00am to 10.30am and 
Thursday 6.00pm to 7.30pm. During these times Mass will be celebrated at the times above. 

If you are ill even with mild symptoms of sore throat, cough, fatigue, lack of senses of taste or smell, or with 
any other illness, then you must not come to church. 

You will have to remain at least 1 metre away from all other people, other than those from your household or 
‘support bubble’ at all times, when entering, seated, going to Holy Communion and on exiting.  

You have to wear a face covering at all times inside the church, during Mass or personal prayer. 

Children under the age of 16 are not allowed to access church for private prayer without a responsible adult.  

There will be no toilet facilities available in church. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
The confessionals are out of bounds for the moment. How-
ever, Fr Julian is available for confessions after weekday 
Mass outside church. Please wear of face covering, and 
maintain one metre distance. 

Saturday 4th  6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday Susan Eggington 

Sunday 5th                  
Fourteenth Sunday of 
Ordinary Time (A)  

9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Thanksgiving (Paul Jones) 

6.30pm    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Monday 6th 
St Maria Goretti 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Tuesday 7th 
Feria  

9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday 8th         
Feria  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Special Intention (MM) 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Thursday 9th              
Martyrs of China 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

6.30pm    Eucharistic Adoration  

Friday 10th 
Feria 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Robert Ashton 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 11th  
St Benedict 

 6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday Special Intention (MM) 

Sunday 12th 
Fifteenth Sunday of 
Ordinary Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John Martin 

6.30pm    Holy Mass Private Intention 
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parish prayer for  
renewal 

Loving Father, You so loved the 
world that you sent us your only Son, 

that we might believe in him and 
have eternal life.  

May we encounter Jesus Christ anew 
this day and live the Good News with 

joy.  
Though the power of the Holy Spirit, 
help us to “go out to the whole world 

and proclaim” our faith with confi-
dence.  

Give us the courage to witness to the 
Joy of the Gospel by our words and 

actions.  
Help our parish to become more 

welcoming and missionary, so that 
you may be known and loved by all 

people.  
We make this prayer through Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
Our Lady of Grace, pray for us! 

Parish office & Parish Priest’s 
Open House  

Having done a risk assessment for the 
opening of the parish office, please 
note that, while Teresa is back in the 
office part-time, we have to limit the 
access to the office in the presbytery. 
So there is no access to the par-
ish office or presbytery for pa-
rishioners for the present. If you 
need to see Teresa, then you will 
have to speak through the office win-
dow or in the porch.  

There is no parish priest’s Open 
House hour. If you need to see Fr 
Julian in person, then please arrange 
by phoning or emailing. In good 
weather he can see parishioners in the 
garden or in the church maintaining 
distancing. 

Camino pilgrimage 
Now that the restrictions on travel 
and quarantine are being lifted, Fr 

Julian is hoping to return to the 
Camino in September. Please pray 

that he’ll be able to return to Spain to 
finish the pilgrimage in September 

and October.  

You can still donate to Teenage Can-
cer Trust at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  

Good news! The fundraising is almost 
at the two-thirds point. Let’s work to 

get the fundraising to £10k. 

You can review Fr Julian’s progress 
so far at his Camino blog frjulians-

camino.blogspot.com 

Volunteers 
Thanks to all the parishioners who 
have generously volunteered as 
stewards or cleaners to allow us to 
open our churches again for pray-
er and for Mass. This is absolutely 
necessary, as we cannot be open 
without the help of volunteers. If 
you are willing to help as a volun-
teer for church opening then 
please see Fr Julian. The more 
volunteers we have, the less the 
work for each person. 

Also, don’t feel that, because your 
normal church is closed, you can’t 
volunteer!  

We also need more volunteers to 
go on a regular cleaning rota 
at St Joseph’s! If you are able to 
clean once a month, then please 
let Fr Julian know. Thanks to 
those who currently clean, and 
who have given quiet and commit-
ted service over the years. 

In each church there will be a one-way system: 

At St Joseph’s please enter by the side chapel door and leave by the main doors.  

At English Martyrs’, please enter by the main doors and leave by the fire exit at the side. 

During Holy Communion please follow the directions of the stewards and do not leave your seat until invited to 
do so. 

On weekday, during private prayer, there will be Eucharistic Adoration when the church is open, so please re-
main silent in church. 

At Mass, Holy Communion will be distributed only by the priest, and will only be given in the hand. Specific 
instructions will be given before Mass, or by the stewards, which should be observed.  

Any items you pick up in church (sheets with prayers or readings) you must take home with you. Please sanitise 
your hands as you leave. 



Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 Club/Biddulph & 
Packmoor 125 Club Next weekend we will be starting 
up the 200 and 125 clubs in our parishes again. All subs 
made previously have been held over. Please start mak-
ing your contributions again, and the draws will begin 
next week. 

Health & Safety Please leave all kneelers down at all 
times, and do not raise them. A recent claim against the 
Diocese for injury means this request comes from our 
insurers. 

Matthew 13:1-23 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds gathered round him that 
he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many 
things in parables. He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds 
fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of 
rock where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth 
of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, 
they withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why 
do you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied, ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be 
given more, and he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what 
he has will be taken away. The reason I talk to them in parables is that they look without 
seeing and listen without hearing or understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah 
is being fulfilled: You will listen and listen again, but not understand, see and see again, 
but not perceive. For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, their ears are dull of hear-
ing, and they have shut their eyes, for fear they should see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their heart, and be converted and be healed by me. But happy are 
your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many proph-
ets and holy men longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and 
never heard it. You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what 
was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on the edge of the path. The 
one who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at 
once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some 
persecution on account of the word, and he falls away at once. The one who received the 
seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this world and the lure of 
riches choke the word and so he produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in 
rich soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one who yields a har-
vest and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
St John’s: Vincent Mannion 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5.  

Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurs-
es to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of 
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. This is the best way 
of ensuring a chaplain visits your loved one. 

KEY VERSE: "the one who 
received the seed in rich soil is 
the man who hears the word and 
understands it"  
TO KNOW: A parable is an 
implied comparison, which is not 
always obvious. Once perceived 
it sheds new light on the subject. 
Jesus was a wise teacher who 
used examples from everyday life 
to illustrate the deep mysteries of 
God's reign. In the parable of the 
sower, the seed of God's word 
was sown on unproductive soil. 
Most of the effort was wasted 
because many hearts were not 
prepared to understand the 
meaning of Jesus' message. Jesus 
told his disciples that they were 
blessed because they had been 
given the grace to comprehend 
his words. They must persevere 
in their task of proclaiming God's 
reign no matter how few accept-
ed their message or rewarded 
them for their work. Jesus as-
sured them of their ultimate 
success, comparing it to the 
enormous crop that would be 
produced by their labours.  
TO LOVE: Do I persist in pro-
claiming the gospel when I am 
discouraged by the outcome? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, open 
my ears to your revealed truth.  

switching over to direct giving 
It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 

money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. Our 
bank now charges us for paying in cash, and the lack of 

branches makes it harder to make deposits.  
We need as many parishioners as possible to pay by 

Standing Order. It means we receive your offertory even 
when you are unable to be at Mass! 

To begin paying your contribution to the Parish by 
Standing Order please use the form here: https://

tinyurl.com/uqsttlr or pick up a copy at  church 
and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

Thanks to those parishioners who have responded and 
filled in a standing order form. 

This is a great time to reassess your giving to your parish. 
When is the last time you increased your giving? How 

realistic is your giving compared to the needs of the par-
ish and the number of people who support it? 

If you are a current Standing Order giver, and wish to 
increase your donation, please contact the Parish Office 

If you are a tax payer, please also Gift Aid your donation 






